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Jeff's route from Spencer Gulf in South Australia to the Gulf of Carpentaria in Queensland.
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My typical day starts at first light maybe an hour before sunrise when the
first bird calls are as clear as spring water.| make coffee using water from a tank
which I've patched up and fitted with an automatic pressure-sensitive pump to
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gloves, tomahawk, and fencing pliers — and spend the day fixing broken fences,
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else to do | fire up one of the four-wheel-drives and tow boulders to creek beds
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ride a bicycle across, why couldn’t | walk it? Certainly | was sixty-five but | was as
fit as a mallee bull - and when it comes to hard yakka | pride myself on being
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was confident in all three areas.
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my first crystal radio sets and amplifiers when | was a teenager, I'd served an
apprenticeship with Amalgamated Wireless Australasia (AWA), | was a qualified
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would rather buy a cheap secondhand generator which | can fix up myself, than
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encounter. | tried on socks and boots, and | tested shirts between finger and

thumb. | discussed dehydrated food, cooking utensils, water purifiers, sleeping
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was still fixing fences, digging holes, filling holes and mending pumps but my
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Normanton. My finishing point would be Karumba where | would dip a foot
" 3 8 & " 8
main identifiable towns or settlements where | would be able to take a breather,
& R O & 8 8D & 3
8 @ * 8 - & 8F < "I
3> 8 >1 8
1 8 3> & 8 F 8<F>8
"3
8 &3 & 8 8 &
> 8 @ ! < 8
&" C+F+++ 3> 188 8 !
> < & 8 3> &" 8
F8 F I'F 7 < 8
"& << 3 " &8 &" 8
< F J. 3 < 8 8! F
>8 ; & 7 <F 0" <3
" &8 < "3
"8 < &" < 3 >0



8 >8 8 &" &

> 3 8 8 >8 & & <
& < J." F " F
he pulled out a pocket calculator, punched in some figures and said,You can
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be my main support from start to finish.Bill and | have always been close; he was
one of the first people in whom | had confided my plans. He had expressed no
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multi-meter, mini jumper leads, some small tools, a first aid kit and a solar panel.
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there was not one item on the list that | considered superfluous.| knew | would
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be as self-sufficient and self-supporting as possible.
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wrong number. | walked up and down both sides of the street without finding
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was acceptable, it was flexible, it appeared robust and the price of $148 was
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Unable to use her fingers, she had learnt to purse her lips to make contact with
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my cell phone would be useable for a few days until | fixed the antenna. Using
the cell phone | officially reported my position to Bill, as read from my GPS. (As
> 8 & 8 >

-3
> >8 " &
radio procedures. | had passed the exam for my licence five years earlier but
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| think the Medicare man wanted to help but he was having difficulty
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| also visited the local National Parks office to let them know that | would
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That was what I told myself but | was uneasy - justifiably, as it would turn out.



On the morning of 5 April 2007 | stuck my head through my tent flap and
breathed deeply. It was cool and there was a slight breeze ruffling the tree tops
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powdered soups, powdered milk, and banana flavouring to add to the milk
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there the following morning. My walk might degenerate into a shuffle but | had
to keep going because even shuffling put kilometres behind me.
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relieved to find a racecourse clearly marked along my route.



The country soon gave way to a flat land of coarse, low scrub stretching
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no cloud in the sky and the temperature was rising rapidly. The flies had also
risen.I'm accustomed to flies, | can usually work with them, but these blighters
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My first map showed something called ‘The Ten Mile’ about fifteen
I & & 3> 8 8

8 F> & "< " &
first night.
! 8 & "
< & 8 3 8 < F &
dipped into the creek bed, and it would undoubtedly flood if there was heavy
3>18> : <@ 8 > &" >
need firewood, a tree for my radio antenna, and a flat sandy, clay or fine gravel
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| was aware of the golden rule — never camp in a creek bed in case of flooding
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was that there was Buckley’s chance of flooding.
> 8 8 >8 8 &

0 8& 3> < "I && ! F !



& 3> ! & 8

& < & & " 13 > "1 &
F8 F> 3
0 3> & ? & IF
& 3> 8 I < "
8 3>
3> && < & &
&" F &= 6 3= 8 F>8 :
&! C3+"&3>8 8 3
C3+ IF> 6 *+,
*+,%- . . '
*/ & 8 " > 0" 6
8 ?2#=A & 8 ?#Q 3E?#:8 F 8 & &
E" > 8 & & 34
D 8 B3++ ' 8 -3
6 8 8 3
> = *+ O ) . *+. %-
83
8 3>18 8 = 8
F!&F 8@"8 C8 @ @
" &3 =6 8 & 0" <
D "& 3
I eventually realised that my batteries were flat.l could scarcely believe it
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minutes. | was flabbergasted. Had | miscalculated? | couldn’t have, I'd worked it
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were as flat as the proverbial tack.
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There was plenty of firewood but I did not light a fire on my first night.
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flavouring.Then | settled down to study my maps using a wind-up torch. (I love
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houseboat neighbour, after | had broken my first one on an earlier walk).
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late start and it was my first day. | slept like a baby.
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Power Aid flavour. The drink was soon tepid but that was something | knew |
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Those flies! It was as though word had spread across the nation that |

was walking through the middle, and if any fly wanted a free trip, come on over
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wonder the bloody batteries were flat.| felt more than a little foolish. However,
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stay mounted across my front where it would work at maximum efficiency,and
where | could stop it flapping. Perfect. My stride lengthened. | could almost feel
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Itwas now twenty-sixdegrees and the flies were becoming evenfriendlier.
& F>8 > 8 3>
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was shade, there was firewood and there was somewhere to erect my tent.
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so when the first pink shades of dawn stole silently over the land | crawled from
my tent and began packing up. | had a mug of powdered milk flavoured with
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After finishing my cuppa | thanked them, hefted my pack on to my
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To my dismay the road became even more difficult, forcing me to walk
for two minutes and rest for five. It was steep and the loose stone underfoot
made it difficult to get a grip without skidding and sliding all over the place.|

8 3> | <
8 nn & 8 3
Panting with exhaustion, | stumbled along the track cursing the heat, the flies
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After five kilometres (I checked the distance later on my map because
it seemed more like twenty-five) ... after five kilometres the terrain levelled
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was 3pm and | was only five kilometres from the Quorn road, and fifteen from
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Then | erected my tent, had some soup and flopped to the ground dog tired.

& ! & >8 3
> ! 8 18 < : 18
0 F > & & 3> <
> & D "& 8 3> <
' & F E & F > < 3> 8
13
= >8 F 8 8§ 8 & >8
& & 8 @ "3 F>



7+ " F 7)

> 8 D G 8 F & 3>
8 % 5 F >8 8 3

>8 "F < 3

> " F "@ F 3> Fod

I 8 ' & 3

> . 3

< 8F> & " 3

8 8 < F 83
o 3 > 3

5 3

58 > ;™ 8
& & 83
> 8 > & "
& 8 3
>8 8 ™ 8 " 8 >8
3> > 1 && 3>& '8
strong survival instinct. | have built-in conflict-avoidance radar. | F
> ! 3> >8& < & < 1 &
D ; F>" ! < &" 3 > &! & 7>
I >< & & & < 8 8

3



